
Simmons: Time
for change at CIA
. us. Rep. Simmons' comments come after
the OA chief announces he is resignrng. (See

related story on Page 8)

By Nicole 5ouu.
Spacial to Thi: SilO

MYS'I'IC - Hours after CIA Agency Director George
Tenet. announced his resignation, U.S. Rep. Rob
Simmons, R-2nd Dist. - a former CIAoperation~ officer- .
welcomed the change at the top of the agency and and
called for a return to more traditional espionage.

Simmons, of Stonington, spMking at a pre58 conference
from his Mystic headquarters, said that, while Tenet has
been described as a "caretaker" as head of the age.ney, he
should have been more. of a "risk 4k;er."

"The be5t way to go aft.e.r terrorists js with other. people
and that's the arM where we're weakest," Simmons said.,
criticizmg mtelligence efforts. "Now is the time for new
1eadership and change and reform and redirecting at the
CIA ...Arne.rica cannot continue to be a great power and
cannot continue to protect its citizens if we don't have the
eyes and the ears that the intelligence community pro-
vides to us." .

The embattle{} Tenet, !:.truggting with fallout from the
Sept. 11 tragedy and criticism over mt.elligence mistake.s.
in Iraq, announced Thursday that he soon plans to
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resign. . The Democratic
appointee, Tenet is said to
have overcome intelligence
failures under his tenure
because of his close rela-
tionship to President Bush.

AJthough Tenet
announced he was leaving
for personal reaBons, mem-
berB of C.{)ngreB8have spec-
ulated he may have been
pushed out of office. Former
CIA Director St~8field
'I\1rn er was also qu 0ted as
saying he believed renet
bB.d been pushed out.

Simmons said he doesn't
"give much stock" to what
Turner, a retired Navy
admiral, has to say, but be
pointed w intelligence fail-
ures leading up to the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks
and those concerning Iraqi
We.apOIlBof mass deBtruc-
tion as re81roIlBto greet the
change of command with
0pen arms .

Simmons said he iB confi-
dent in the abilities of
Tenet'8 temporary replace-
ment, .his deputy, John
McLaughlin.. But the sec-
ond-term Connecticut CDn-
grc8sman -also used
Thursday night Wi an
opporturutyw issue his
support for Rep. Porter
Go88, R-Fla., chairman of
the House Commi~ on
Intelligence, as a perma-
nent replacement. Othe.r

potential successors,
according to the Associated
Pres8, include Deputy
Secretary of State llichard
Armitage, former Sen. &b
Kerrey CD-Neb.), and for-
mer New York Mayor Rudy
Giul.iani .

As the search begins,
Simmons was. optimistic
that c~ntral intelligence
iBsues would return to the
forefront a.s America
decides how to reform and
reshape jts spy agency.
Whet.her that means a cre-
ating a better clandestine

service or his can for the
agency to engage in more.
traditional :'>1Jylngtadics to
penetrate terrorist organi-
zat1om, SimmODE;said, will
be up to America to decide.
SimInow;. said he woul d ahlo
push for the eliminat;:jon of

. a ban on employing spies
that have comroitted.
human rights violations.

~"TeDet'.s re.signa tion,~
Simmons said. "opens up a
whole range of jssues for
discussion."

nsou:za_mrp(fuJmcas t.net

The Sun, Westerly, R.I., Friday, June 4, 2004 .


